
Dear Year 5,   

My name is Mrs Barber and I have the great pleasure of teaching you all in 

September. I am writing to tell you how much I am looking forward to returning fully 

in the new academic year and how excited I am about meeting you all. I have recently met 

with Mrs Sumner, Mrs Raistrick and Mrs Jones, who have all told me what a fabulous bunch 

you are, and my expectations therefore are already very high. We are extremely fortunate to 

have Mrs Greenwood working with us from Wednesday to Fridays and Mrs Nash who will be 

joining year 5 from Monday to Thursday. I really hope that you are looking forward to 

returning in September but I do understand that some of you maybe a little concerned after 

such a long time - you will not be the only one thinking this. Please do not worry about 

moving up or what work you will be asked to do for it is our job to find out what you are good 

at, what you need help with, make it enjoyable and help you make progress. What I will ask 

however is that you arrive with a big smile on your face and always try your best. The Year 5 

team will promise to do the same!  

Our first topic is all about World War 1 so it would be absolutely fabulous if you fancied doing 

a little bit of research in advance about ‘The Great War’ - Which countries were on our side? 

What was propaganda? What is trench warfare?  This topic is obviously a history-based topic 

and we will be looking at many different sources to help us understand why did it happen and 

what happened during World War 1. Within literacy we will be: writing letters home from the 

trenches, creating nonchronological reports about trench life, recounting moments from our 

whole class book ‘Warhorse’, rehearsing World War 1 performance poetry and completing 

descriptive writing about the Christmas Truce. Our topic work will also include designing and 

evaluating shoebox trenches, developing our drama skills through re-enacting the trenches, 

composing battlefield music alongside listening and appreciating music by the German 

composer Beethoven and rehearsing a presentation about WW1. 

I also happen to know that you were all experts when it came to your timestables so please 

don’t disappoint me and start practicing them again if they have already become a little 

dusty. We will continue to follow the White Rose Maths scheme and fill in the gaps along the 

way. These gaps might be something the whole class needs or a small group in which case 

regular interventions will be delivered to assist with this. PE this year will be on a Monday 

afternoon and will be run by Mr Brookes during the autumn term. 

I can’t wait to get to know all about you, but for now let me tell you a few things about me. 

Firstly, this will be my fourth year at Dodworth and my third year in Year 5. Before this I 

worked in many different schools including a secondary school for many years. I am 

passionate about the Arts and enjoy playing the violin and piano. I won’t tell you what my 

favourite colour is for I’ll let you figure that one out! 

Have a really enjoyable Summer and I look forward to seeing you all, with a big smile on your 

face, in September. 

Mrs Barber 

 


