
Art and Design Intent Statement  

‘Every child is an artist’ Pablo Picasso 

At Dodworth St John the Baptist Primary School  we are guided by the National 

Curriculum for Art & Design (2014). The National Curriculum for Art & Design aims to 

ensure that all pupils: 

• produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences  

• become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and 

design techniques  

• evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and 

design  

• know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the 

historical and cultural development of their art forms. 

Our intent is that our teaching of Art & Design will help children to engage, inspire 

and challenge pupils, equipping them with the knowledge and skills to experiment, 

invent and create their own works of art, craft and design. We aim to enable children 

to think critically and develop a more rigorous understanding of art and design.  

Through the teaching of Art & Design, we endeavour to teach children how art and 

design both reflect and shape our history, and contribute to the culture, creativity and 

wealth of our nation. 

The planning of learning always begins with the skills and knowledge that needs to be 

taught (see Progression in Art & Design document). Art & Design lessons focus on 

developing specific art skills and techniques and giving children the opportunity to work 

as artists. Children are taught art where possible through an artist study. Where explicit 

skills need teaching, these are taught explicitly. Children are given opportunities to 

practice and apply skills in drawing, painting, sculpture and printing.  

 

All art & design units will follow this same process:     
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EYFS  

In EYFS children will begin to explore what 

happens when mixing colours. They will create 

constructions, collages, paintings and drawings.  

Children will explore colour, texture and shape 

and will look at work by Van Gogh, Andy 

Goldsworthy, Kadinsky and Jackson Pollock.  

Year 1 

In Year 1 children will build on the work of colour, 

texture and shape from EYFS. When mixing colour 

they will learn that primary colours are red, yellow 

and blue and that primary colours can be mixed to 

make secondary colours. They will also learn how 

artists use colour to reflect mood.  

Children will use sketch books to start to gather their 

ideas for their art work and begin to experiment 

with different techniques.  

Children will study the work of Picasso, Anthony 

Gormley and Georgia O’Keefe. 

Children will describe what they think about others 

work when evaluating art.  

Children will use clay to sculpt an object using joining 

techniques.  

  

 

 

 

Year 2 

Children in Year 2 will use their sketch books to 
experiment with artistic ideas of their own. 
They will begin to develop and exercise some 

control over their art work and when evaluating 

they will express clear preferences, giving some 

reasons.  

Children in Year 2 will study the work of Cath 

Riley and LS Lowry. They will make and use 

viewfinders to help with observational drawings 

and will use graded pencils to create different 

tones.  

Children will learn how to mix tones by adding  

grey, white and black when they are painting and 

will select whether to use portrait or landscape 

paper orientation for their art work.  

Children will use a range of recyclable materials 

to make a sculpture.  
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Year 3 

Building on from Year 2, children in Year 3 will use 

sketch books to collect, record and review artistic 

ideas from a range of different sources.   

When evaluating their art work in Year 3, children 

will reflect upon what they like and dislike about 

their own work in order to improve it. 

Children will know about and describe the work of 

some artists, craftspeople, architects and designers - 

Di Vinci, Henri Rousseau and Barbara Hepworth and 

will able to explain how to use some of the tools and 

techniques they have chosen to work with.  

Children will explore how both pattern and colour 

can create mood and practise new techniques (eg 

hatching, scribbling and stippling) to create textures.  

In year 3 children will develop proportion in art work 

and model over an armature to draw figures.  

Children will use wire to create a sculpture.  

 

Year 4 

Progressing from Year 3, in Year 4 children will use their sketch books 

purposefully to develop and refine ideas and plan for a specific 

outcome.  

In Year 4 children will apply the technical skills they are learning to 

improve the quality of their work. (e.g, in painting they will select and 

use different brushes for different purposes) 

When evaluating, they will reflect upon their own work, and use 

comparisons with the work of others (pupils and artists) to identify 

how to improve. 

Children will know about and describe some of the key ideas, 

techniques and working practices of a variety of artists, crafts makers, 

architects and designers that they have studied. They will look at the 

work of Eduardo Leite and Doris McCarthy in this year group.  

Children will develop an awareness of midground, foreground and 

background when painting and will use wire and modroc when 

sculpting, exploring plane, structure and form. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



     

 
 
  

A DSJA Artist leaves as: 

Being confident to approach a range of art 

work.  

Being equipped with the knowledge and 

skills to experiment, invent and create their 

own works of art, craft and design. 

Having an understanding of how art and 

design both reflect and shape our history, 

and contribute to the culture, creativity and 

wealth of our nation. 

Year 5 

Year 5 children will confidently and precisely use sketchbooks for a variety 

of purposes including: recording observations; developing ideas; testing 

materials and techniques and planning. 

Children will use their acquired skills to make work which effectively 

reflects their ideas and intentions. 

When evaluating their work, children will analyse and reflect on their 

progress taking account of what they hoped to achieve. 

In year 5 children will study the work of John Nash, John Singer Sargent 

and Norman Cornish. They will research and discuss the ideas and 

approaches of various artists, craftspeople, designers and architects, 

taking account of their particular cultural context and intentions.  

When drawing, they will develop perspective and scale and will use 

techniques to show the effects of light on form (reflection and shadow)  

In their sculpture unit, children will select and use various techniques to 

create 3D artwork.  

 

Year 6 

In Year 6 children will use sketch books to develop a range of ideas which 

show curiosity, imagination and originality and they will Independently 

refine their technical skills in order to improve their mastery of materials 

and techniques.  

When evaluating their work, children will provide a reasoned evaluation of 

both their own and professionals’ work which takes account of the starting 

points, intentions and context behind the work. 

In Year 6, children will know how to describe, interpret and explain the 

work, ideas and working practices of some significant artists, craftspeople, 

designers and architects taking account of the influence of the different 

historical, cultural and social contexts in which they worked. This year 

group will study the work of LS Lowry, Henry Moore and Katsushika 

Hokusai 

Building on from Year 5, children will develop two-point perspective in 

their art work and learn about focal point, vanishing point, horizon line, 

and scale.  

In their sculpture unit, children will make imaginative use of the knowledge 

acquired of tools, techniques and materials to express own ideas and 

feelings. 

 


