
Geography Progression 

 EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Location and 
Place 

Knowledge 

Here, there and 
everywhere 
Where do I live? 
The children will be 
able to identify 
where they live 
locally and the 
country they live in. 
 
The children should 
be able to say 
where they live-
street/number. 
 
The children will be 
able to identify 
what planet they 
live on in the solar 
system. 
 
Identify the sea and 
land on planet 
earth. 
 
Look at maps and 
understand what 
they represent. 
 
Prowl and growl 
Identify and 
compare some 
places where 
animals live in the 
world. 
 
What's at the 
bottom of the 
garden 
Where can we find 
creatures in your 
local area/vicinity 
/gardens? 
 
 

Who Am I? 
Geography: Where Do I 
Live? 
Children will know where 
school is within Yorkshire 
United Kingdom, within 
Europe and within the 
world, and will begin to 
name and locate the 
world’s seven continents 
and five oceans. 
 
 
Superheroes 
Grace Darling 
Children will know where 
Northumberland is within 
the United Kingdom and  
identify key physical 
features including beach, 
coast, cliff, coast, forest, 
hill, sea and key human 
features including town, 
village, harbour and shop 
 
 
Are We there Yet? 
Safari 
Children will know some 
differences between the 
coastal area of   
Northumberland and Mt 
Kenya National Park and 
identify key physical 
features including 
mountain, vegetation, 
season and weather and 
key human features 
including city, town, 
village, tourism etc 
Identify seasonal and 
daily weather patterns in 
relation to the equator. 
 

Myths and Legends 
4 countries of the UK. 
 
4 cities of the 4 countries 
in the UK. 
 
Greece is in the European 
continent same as UK. 
 
Europe is the 2nd smallest 
continent. 
 
Capital of Greece is 
Athens 
 
Agean 
Sea/Mediterranean Sea is 
closest to Greece. 
 
Seasons are at the same 
time as England but 
warmer ‘Mediterranean’ 
climate. 
 
Greek architecture. 
 
Greece has the longest 
coastline. 
 
Similarities and 
differences between 
Greece and UK. 
 
Know how to read and 

create a simple map. 

 

 

Key physical geographical 

features found in Greece: 

Aegean Sea, mountains, 

islands, climate, 

coastline, lakes, forests 

 

Rainforest 
 Children to know where 
all the worlds rainforests 
are located. 
 
Children to compare the 
Amazon to Yorkshire. 
 
Children can label a map 
to show countries where 
rainforests are found.  
Children can find the 
Equator on a map. 
 
 Children can tell you that 
rainforests are found near 
the Equator.  
 
Children can describe 
what the weather is 
usually like in a tropical 
climate.  
 
Children can name the 
four layers of a rainforest.  
Children know  about the 
climate in each layer. 
Children know about 
more about one animal 
living in a rainforest.  
 
 Children know about 
some similarities between 
the Amazon rainforest 
and Sherwood Forest.  
 
Children know some 
differences between the 
Amazon rainforest and 
Sherwood Forest.  
 
Children know what 
deforestation means 
 
Anglo Saxon 
Children can identify 
important features of a 
settlement site 

 
Rivers 
 
Children know where The 
Thames, Ouse, Dee, 
Severn are. 
 
Know where the Nile starts 
and ends and what the 
Nile is used for  
 
Know the 8 compass 
points and where cities are 
using them 
 
Know that rivers start at 
the source and locate 
where the source of the 
Thames, Ouse Dee and 
Severn are  
 
 
 
 
Know what a settlement is 
(cities, hamlets, villages, 
towns)  
 
Know why rivers are used 
for trade and where the 
best trade links are 
 

 
The Romans 
 
Know which countries are 
in Europe- Italy, Spain, 
Romania, France, Portugal 
 
Know the location of 
Britain compared to Italy 
 
Know where Mount 
Vesuvius is 
 
  
 
 
 
 

WW1 
Know what the different 

countries of Europe are 

and where they are on a 

map 

 

Know which countries 

were in the Triple Entente 

and the Triple Alliance 

 

Know where the Western 

and Eastern fronts were. 

 

Coal Mining 
 
Know where Dodworth, 

Silkstone Common pits 

were. 

Know where the Huskar pit 

disaster was  

Know how to read a local 

map – both old and new- 

and identify different 

features. 

Know how to locate 

different coal mining areas 

in the British Isles using six 

figure grid references 

 

 

 
Egypt 
Will be able to locate Egypt 
on a map 
 
Will know the continents 
Know Egypt is located in 
North-east Asia 
and its capital is Cairo 
 
Know the River Nile is the 
longest river in the World 
 
Know about the major 
landforms: Nile Delta, Nile 
Valley, Western and 
Eastern desert,  

WW2 

To know Germany is in 

Western central Europe. 

To know Germany boarders 

Denmark, Poland, Austria 

and Switzerland. 

To know Dunkirk is located 

in North France. 

To know the English channel 

links England and France 

  

Maya civilisation 

To Locate central America 

on the map 

To Know that Central 

America consists of seven 

countries:  

Belize, Costa Rica, El 

Salvador, Guatemala, 

Honduras, Nicaragua and 

Panama. 

To Know that the Mayans 

lived in southern Mexico 

and northern Central 

America including 

Guatemala, El Salvador, 

Honduras and Belize.  

To Identify the features of 

the Northern lowlands, 

central lowlands and 

Southern highlands.  

To Use maps to locate Maya 

trade routes 

Know about the tropical 

rainforest areas in which 

The Maya grew chocolate  

  

Storms and shipwrecks 

To locate east Yorkshire 

coast on map and identify 

places on coast 

To look at how coastal 

erosion has affected the 

east coast of Yorkshire 

To locate Indian ocean on 

map 



Key human geographical 

features found in Greece: 

Acropolis 

 

Great Fire of London 

London is in England. 

 

London is the capital of 

England. 

 

Where Pudding Lane is in 

relation to city centre. 

 

River Thames is the 

longest river in England. 

 

River Thames runs 

through Southern 

England. 

 

Map/photography work 

to compare London 1666 

to now. 

 

Key physical geographical 

features found in 

London: River Thames 

 

Key human geographical 

features found in 

London: Big Ben, St Paul’s 

Cathedral 

 
 Children can list the 
things settlers need from 
a settlement site;  
 
Children can explain that 
settlements have been 
built at different times in 
history;  
 
Children can list different 
types of land use;  
 
Children can identify land 
use using a digital map;  
 
Children can use a key to 
identify transport links on 
maps;  
 
Children can use an atlas 
to find a route between 
two places;  
 
Children can draw a map 
of a settlement;  
 
Children can create a key 
for a map. 
 

 

Ancient Greece 
 
Know where Greece is in 
Europe 
 
Know which countries are 
neighbours to Greece 
 
Know what type of 
settlement Ancient Greece 
was 
 
Know about four figure 
grid references 
 
.  

 
Key human geographical 
features found in Egypt 
Valley of the Kings, Sphinx, 
Pyramids at Giza 
 

To Identify continent of Asia 

and countries that make up 

Asia 

To Describe the effects of 

the Boxing day Tsunami on 

India, Indonesia, Maldives, 

Sri Lanka and Thailand. 

Malaysia, Myanmar, 

Seychelles, Somalia 

To locate Gulf Coast of the 

United States, 

To Identify New Orleans, 

Louisiana, Mississippi, 

Alabama, on gulf coast 

To Describe the impact of 

hurricane Katrina on the 

landscape.  

  

 

 

 

 
Vocabulary  

(School 
specific) 

Live, house, street, 
planet Earth, solar 
system, the world, 
England, London, 
Barnsley, 
Dodworth, road, 
village, country, 
hot, cold, tropical, 
polar, garden, 
under, beneath, 
leaves, sea, ocean, 
land. 

Who Am I? 
School, High Street, 
shops, library, church, 
war memorial, miners 
memorial,  village, 
Dodworth, Barnsley, 
South Yorkshire 
Motorway 
Railway Station 
 
 
Superheroes  
Northumberland  
Bamburgh 

Myths and Legends 
Continents, country, 
oceans, sea, mountains, 
climate, island, coastline, 
lakes, forest, 
architecture, city, capital 
 
Great Fire of London 
River Thames, Pudding 
Lane, St Pauls Cathedral, 
London, capital, city, 
England, Southern 
England 
 

Rainforest 
river, sea, climate, tropics, 
tropical, of latitude, 
longitude, Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn, Arctic and 
Antarctic Circle Amazon 
rainforest, Sherwood 
Forest, Sheffield, city, 
Yorkshire, 
 
Anglo Saxon  

Source, tributary, 
confluence, river channel, 
The amazon, The Ganges, 
The Nile,  mouth, delta, 
estuary, oxbow lake 
waterfall, rapids, valley, 
city, town, village, hamlet, 
river basin, temperate  
River Severn, Brecon 
Beacons, Bristol Channel,   
Ancient, inventive, route, 
map, widespread, North, 
northwest, Europe, Italy, 
France, Spain,  channel, 
cone volcano lava, 

Europe, colonization,  
Western Front, Eastern 
front, No Man’s Land 
mining, resources, energy, 
coal, fossil fuel, mountain, 
city, environment, 
industry, peak, economy, 
community, museum, 
employment, agriculture, 
coal pit, steel, reserves, 
power plant 
gold, copper, tin, granite, 
quartzite, amethyst, 
limestone, basalt, natron, 
alabaster 

 

Commented [KB1]: Follow Up: human geographical 
features found in Egypt 



Seahouses 
Lighthouse 
Farne Islands 
Big Harcar Rock 
Vantage point 
Mountainous 
castle 
Coldest temperatures 
Fishing ports 
County 
Historical site 
National Park 
 
Are We There Yet? 
Mount Kenya 
National Park 
World Heritage Site 
Lakes, tarns, glaciers, 
dense forest, endangered 
species of animals, high 
altitude, climbing, 
camping and caving. 

county, country, town, 
coast, physical features, 
human features, 
mountain, hill,  physical 
features, human features, 
landscape, feature, 
population, land use, 
retail, leisure, housing, 
business, industrial, 
agricultural. 

pyroclastic flow, ash cloud, 
shield volcanoes, grid 
reference, south, 
southwest, Greece, 
population, feature, 
tourism, leisure 
Mediterranean climate,  

Red Sea, North, desert, 
Nile river, Black Land, Red 
land, Mediterranean, 
Delta, Cataract, 

Human and 
Physical 

Geography 
 

The children should 
be able to identify 
the weather for the 
day and how this 
affects what we 
wear. 
 
To identify the 
seasons of the year 
and how they 
change the 
environment. 
 
Locate hot and cold 
places on our 
planet. 
 
Protecting our 
environment. 
 
Identify how to 
help the 
environment  
protect our planet. 
 

Identify seasonal and 
daily weather patterns in 
the United Kingdom. 
 
Identify the location of 
hot and cold areas of the 
world in relation to the 
Equator and the North 
and South Poles 
 
Use basic geographical 
vocabulary. 

Identify seasonal and 
daily weather patterns in 
the United Kingdom. 
 
Identify the location of 
hot and cold areas of the 
world in relation to the 
Equator and the North 
and South Poles 
 
Use basic geographical 
vocabulary. 

Physical geography, 
including: climate zones, 
biomes and vegetation 
belts, rivers, 
mountains, volcanoes 
and earthquakes, and 
the water cycle. 
 
Human geography, 
including: types of 
settlement and land use, 
economic activity 
including trade links, and 
the distribution of 
natural resources 
including energy, 
food, minerals and 
water 

Physical geography, 
including: climate 
zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, rivers, 
mountains, volcanoes 
and earthquakes, and 
the water cycle. 
 
Human geography, 
including: types of 
settlement and land 
use, economic activity 
including trade links, 
and the distribution of 
natural resources 
including energy, 
food, minerals and 
water 

Physical geography, 
including: climate 
zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, rivers, 
mountains, volcanoes 
and earthquakes, and 
the water cycle. 
 
Human geography, 
including: types of 
settlement and land 
use, economic activity 
including trade links, 
and the distribution of 
natural resources 
including energy, 
food, minerals and 
water 

Physical geography, 
including: climate zones, 
biomes and vegetation 
belts, rivers, 
mountains, volcanoes 
and earthquakes, and 
the water cycle. 
 
Human geography, 
including: types of 
settlement and land use, 
economic activity 
including trade links, and 
the distribution of 
natural resources 
including energy, 
food, minerals and 
water 



Geographical 
Skills & 
Enquiry 

 

Draw a simple map. 
 
Follow a simple 
map. 
 
Know that streets 
make a 
town/village. 
 
What is in our local 
village/community? 
What features does 
Dodworth have? Ch 
to walk around the 
village to identify 
these features. 
 
Use Google maps. 

Use an infant atlas to 
locate places. 
 
Use simple compass 
points and directional 
language to describe the 
location of features and 
routes on a map. 
 
Use aerial photographs 
and plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks and 
basic human and physical 
features. 
 
 
Devise a simple map. 
 
Use and construct basic 
symbols in a key. 
 
 
Use simple fieldwork and 
observational skills to 
study the geography of  
school and its grounds 
and the key human and 
physical features of its 
surrounding 
environment. 
 

Use an infant atlas to 
locate places. 
 
Use simple compass 
points and directional 
language to describe the 
location of features and 
routes on a map. 
 
Use aerial photographs 
and plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks and 
basic human and physical 
features. 
 
 
Devise a simple map. 
 
Use and construct basic 
symbols in a key. 
 
 
Use simple fieldwork and 
observational skills to 
study the geography of  
school and its grounds 
and the key human and 
physical features of its 
surrounding 
environment. 
 

Use maps, atlases, 
globes and 
digital/computer 
mapping. 

 
Use the eight compass 
directions to describe 
locations.  
 
Follow a route on a 
simple map. 

 
Draw a detailed map 
with symbols and a key. 
 
Use four figure grid 
references.  
 
Use fieldwork to 
observe, measure, 
record and present the 
human and physical 
features in the local area 

Use maps, atlases, 
globes and 
digital/computer 
mapping. 
 
Use the eight compass 
directions to describe 
locations.  
 
Follow a route on a 
simple map. 
 
Draw a detailed map 
with symbols and a key. 
 
Use four figure grid 
references.  
 
Use fieldwork to 
observe, measure, 
record and present the 
human and physical 
features in the local 
area 

Use maps, atlases, 
globes and 
digital/computer 
mapping. 

 
Draw a plan with a 
scale.  
 
Know that 6 figure grid 
references can help you 
find a place more 
accurately than 4- 
figure coordinates.   
 
Use 6 figure grid 
references.  
Use maps (including OS 
maps) to explore how a 
location has changed 
over time.   
 
Use fieldwork to 
observe, measure, 
record and present the 
human and physical 
features in the local 
area 

Use maps, atlases, 
globes and 
digital/computer 
mapping. 

 
Draw a plan with a scale.  
 
 
Use maps (including OS 
maps) to explore how a 
location has changed 
over time.   
 
Know that 6 figure grid 
references can help you 
find a place more 
accurately than 4- figure 
coordinates.   
 
Use 6 figure grid 
references.  
 
Use fieldwork to 
observe, measure, 
record and present the 
human and physical 
features in the local area 
 

Vocabulary 

Map, Google map, 
forward, back, 
north, south, east, 
weast, along, 
towards, behind, 
route, above, 
around. 

compass point, birds eye view, a view from above, 
map, Earth, North, South, East, West, far, near, left, 
next to, above, below, right, symbol, key, location, 
direction, label, aerial view, landscape, atlas, floor 
plan, grounds, beyond, distance, route, grid 
references, perspective, plan, position 
 
continent, ocean, equator, sea, country, island, capital 
cities, North Pole, South Pole. 

grid, reference, cartographer, globe, North East, 
North West, South East, South West, observe, 
measure, record, present, satellite image, terrain, 
political map, physical map, climate map, 
topographic map, urban, relief, sea level, latitude, 
longitude, cardinal points, time zones. estimate 

scale, Ordnance Survey, accuracy, precise, observe, 
measure, record, present, satellite image, terrain, 
political map, physical map, climate map, 
topographic map, urban, relief, sea level, latitude, 
longitude, cardinal points, time zones, eastings, 
northings 

 


