
“The more you know about the past the better prepared you 

are for the future”- Theodore Roosevelt  

 

Our Intent for the knowledge and skills gained through our History 

curriculum are reflected in this quote.  It is through the teaching of History 

pupils will gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past, 

that of the wider world and the links and influence between these. We aim 

for it to spark pupils’ curiosity about the past as well enable them to think 

critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, develop perspective and 

judgement and present their understanding with confidence. Through the 

teaching of History, we endeavour to teach children to reflect on the 

complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of 

societies and relationships between different groups, as well as their own 

identity and the challenges of their time. 

 

Progression 

We have organised our History curriculum to progressively build both 

Historical skills and knowledge, as well as to weave in a wider 

understanding of the periods studied by forging links to Geography and 

other subject areas when appropriate. 

Children and their families are provided with an overview of content and the 

expectations for the academic year.  This lets them know where the 

learning fits in with prior and future learning.  Where this differs during our 

implementation of our updated curriculum links to other prior learning is 

also shared.   This knowledge is revisited through regular Pit Stops as well 

as through entry and exit quizzes to topics.  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

  



 

  

EYFS A 

History is taught throughout the EYFS curriculum as the 

children are immersed in developing their understanding 

of the world.  The particular specific areas of historical 

study we focus on are Guy Fawkes and the Easter Story.  

These link to future learning Y2 around religious 

celebrations and The Great Fire of London. 

Year 1 

In Year 1 children will learn about Grace Darling and how she 

became a national heroine.  This learning links back to people 

who help us in EYFS and to studies of oceans, coasts and 

Natural disasters in Year 4 and Year 6.  They then move into 

the Victorian era where they learn about the different classes 

in society, toys and how the coast became a focal point for 

holidays for those that could afford it.  These concepts link 

back to work on Seaside and Transport in EYFS and to studies 

of Climates in Y3, Human and physical Geography in KS2 and 

Victorian Britain in Y5. 

Year 2 

In Year 2 children will learn about the Great Fire of London and how it altered 

the organisation of city planning as well as developed emergency services for 

the modern day.  This period of history links back to the EYFS study of Guy 

Fawkes as well as the concepts of capital cities from Y1 Geography.  Through 

KS2 the concept of changes to the modern world based on significant 

historical events will be revisited. 

The final topic of the year based around celebrations gives the children an 

insight to the key events of WW II leading to an exploration of the VE 

celebrations.  These concepts link back to celebrations explored in EYFS as 

well as the religious celebrations already studied. Children will have looked at 

the War when exploring the local area and memorial.  The concept of war will 

be revisited in all KS2 topics, in particular in Year 5&6 when studying WW I 

and WWII. 

Year 3 

In Year 3 focus historical focus moves to looking at Britain as an 

island nation.  The learning initially focusses   on the Stone Age 

and how people became nomadic based on the natural 

resources.  This learning links back to KS1 and EYFS learning 

around changes in land use and farming.  Children will later use 

this knowledge to learn about Roman Britain in Year 4. 

Later in Year 3 children will learn about the Anglo Saxons and 

Vikings.  The focus will be around how invasion altered Britain 

and shaped modern Britain.  The learning builds on their 

understanding of Britain during the Stone age, previous 

learning around Christianity as well as supports the concepts of 

invasion covered in Year 4 (Romans), Year 5 (WWI) and Year6 

(WWII). 

Year 4 

The children in Year 4 explore how Roman invasion and the 

expansion of empires has altered neighbouring countries culture 

and language.  This links to earlier periods studied including The 

Anglo Saxons and the Vikings.  The concept of invasion and 

empire growth leading to lasting cultural impact is revisited in 

Year 5 and Year 6. 

Empire is further explored in Year 4 through the study of 

Ancient Greece.  Through this unit children find out about life in 

Ancient Greece for different classes, the Trojan War and the 

creation of the Olympics.  This learning revisits the Year 2 study 

of Myths and Legends and modern Greece.as well as the 

concepts of empire studied in Year3 .  The learning supports the 

study of the ancient Egyptians in Year 5 and the Maya in Year 6. 



 

 
 
   

A DSJA Historian leaves as: 

Inquisitive  

Able to evaluate fact and opinion 

Draw links between learning to form own opinions 

Understand the sequence of events studied 

Understands how historical events shape and alter 

the present day 

Knows about invasion, empire growth and demise 

Has an understanding of: The Romans, The Ancient 

Greeks, The Victorians, The Ancient Egyptians, WW1I 

and WW II, Key historic figures and events that 

shaped Britain, The Mayas, Stone Age Britain,  

Year 5 

Year 5 revisit the concepts of War and empire building already explored in 

Year 2, 3 and 4 through their study of WWI.  This learning teaches the key 

concepts of why the War started, who was involved and its lasting effect 

on the modern world.  The children use this learning to support their 

study of WWII in Year 6 as well as at secondary school in Year 7&8.  

Further links are made to Geography around map skills and the types of 

political map.    

When studying the local geographical area children learn about the 

creation of mines throughout the Victorian period.  Exploration of the life 

of different in classes, the Husker Pit disaster and the long-lasting impact 

on modern Britain are the key foci.  Links are made back to the Victorian 

work in Year 1 and changes due to significant events studied in Year 2.   

The learning supports future learning on natural and man-made disaster 

in Year 6 as well as concepts studied in Year 7. 

The final historical unit in Year 5 is the study of the Ancient Egyptians.  
Learning focuses on revisiting the ideas from KS2 on of the rise and fall of 
empires, their beliefs and how they lived.  This learning is further 
supported with links back to the study of the river Nile in Year 4.  This unit 
supports children in their understanding of the Ancient Maya explored in 
Year 6. 

Year 6 

Key concepts explored through school- invasion, empire growth, impact 

on modern society of historical events- are revisited and explored 

through the study of WW II.  Children learn about how and why the war 

started, how it evolved and the lasting impact today.  This unit of 

learning prepares the children for Year 7&8 areas of study. 

The final area of historical study in Year 6 is the Ancient Maya.  Children 

will look at how this empire grew, changed and fell over time, linking 

back to study around the Roman, Egyptian and Greek empires.  Learning 

is further supported by the Year 4 unit on the Amazon rainforest.   


