
imagination and life to everything.” ― Plato 

 

‘Education in music is most sovereign because more than anything else 

rhythm and harmony find their way to the innermost soul and take 

strongest hold upon it’   Plato 

 

Our intent is for all children to be given the opportunity to develop a 

love of music, as well as their talents as a musician, by being immersed 

in a wealth of musical activities that have the ability to touch the soul: 

something unique that only music - a universal language - can do. 

Children will engage and be inspired to perform and compose, thus 

increasing their confidence, creativity and a sense of achievement. Our 

children will be exposed to a wide range of great works to develop 

appreciation, enjoyment as well as their critical engagement with 

music  

Progression 

Our Music curriculum and the National Curriculum requirements are 

taught through the Music scheme Charanga. Each half term unit builds 

progressively on the previous unit. Alongside Charanga, meaningful 

links with the other subjects through our termly topics will be delivered 

focussing on the History of Music. Masterpieces and their composers, 

from the baroque period to the present day, that have a close link with 

the termly topics, will be studied. Main characteristics from the 

different musical periods will be introduced and revisited throughout 

KS1 and 2 

 

 



  

EYFS A 

Music is recognised as an important part of the EYFS curriculum 

and the children are given many opportunities to explore, sing 

and play and respond to a range of different pieces. Children 

will follow the charanga units: Me! My Stories, Everyone, Our 

World and Big Bear Funk. Children will also experience a wide 

range of music to respond to that are linked to their termly 

projects: Let’s celebrate, Where on Earth? and the Deep Blue 

Sea.  
Year 1 

In Year 1 children will touch upon the following types of 

music: Old school hip hop, Blues, Latin, Folk, Funk, Baroque, 

Bhangra, Reggae, Hip Hop, Latin Bossa Nova, Film music, Big 

Band Jazz, Mash-up, Latin fusion. Through their learning cross 

curricular links and progression will be made regarding the 

history, geography, countries and cultures of these music 

types. Pupils will also experience music by Western Classical 

composers, to enhance their understanding of the history of 

music. Works to be studied will be directly linked to their 

topics. Grace Darling’s heroism against the sea: Mendelsohn 

‘Fingal’s Cave’ Debussy ‘La Mer’, Benjamin Britten’s ‘4 sea 

Interludes’ When looking at the invention of the Wright 

Brothers: Dam Busters March, Benjamin Britain’s ‘Night Mail’ 

John Adams ‘Short Ride in a Fast Machine’ 
 

 

 

Benjamin Britten’s ‘4 sea Interludes’ 

 

Year 2 

In Year2 following the charanga schemes children will cover 

South African styles, Christmas, Big Band, Motown, Elvis, 

Freedom Songs, Rock, Reggae, Pop, Soul, Film, Musicals. 

Alongside their weekly music lesson children will make 

musical links to their class topics. In Year 1 music from the 

Romantic, early and mid-20th century was the focus. In Year 2 

Baroque and contemporary music are included. The Fire of 

London topic will seize the opportunity to listen to Debussy’s 

‘Fireworks’ and Handel’s Firework Music. What’s in a Myth? 

blends itself to ‘Danse Macabre’ Saint Saens and Mussorgsky’s  

‘Night on Bare Mountain’. World celebrations will provide the 

perfect stimulus to listen and appraise’‘Zadok the priest’ by Handel 

. 

Year 3 

Charanga units in Year 3 focus on the following styles: R&B, 

Western Classical, Musicals, Motown, Soul, Reggae, Music from 

around the world and Disco 

The first, class topic in Year 3 is the Anglo Saxons.  Children will 

be able to become excited by Wagner’s ‘Ride of the Valkyries’. 

The Stone Age will blend itself to the primitive and tribal 

elements of Stravinsky’s ‘Rite of spring. The rainforest  

 

Year 4 

The following  topics and styles of music are covered in Year 

4:Abba, Grime, Classical, Bhangra, Tango, Latin Fusion, Gospel, 

The Beatles. Alongside the Charanga topics the following 

masterpieces will be studied to link in with the class topics. 

The Romans will look at Respighi ‘Pines of Rome’ and Alfred 

Newman ‘The Robe’ soundtrack. Whilst studying the Ancient 

Greeks, Zorba the Greek has to be a must and in complete 

contrast ‘The Creatures of Prometheus’ Beethoven’s only ballet. 

Finally, during the Oceans and rivers topic Year 4 will  listen to 

‘Vltava’ by Smetana (musical contexts) 

 



 

Year 6 

Pop, Motown, Jazz, Latin, Blues, Benjamin Britten (Western 

Classical Music), Gospel, Bhangra, Music of Carole King 

Mayans 

Stravinsky ‘Sacrificial Dance’ from the Rite of Spring’ 

Charles Darwin Theory of Evolution 

 

WW2 Chopin’s Military Polonaise, Shostakovich – Leningrad 

Symphony No 7 and Gorecki Symphony of Sorrowful Songs 

 

 

Year 5 

Charanga focusses on Rock, Jazz, Pop ballads, Hiphop and 

Motown during Year 5. There are less topics as each style is 

dwelt on for longer and more detail. 

Egypt Saint Saens’ ‘Samson and Delilah’ 

During the coal mining unit pupils will study British composers 

from the Victorian era. World War 1 will revisit the greatest 

German composer Beethoven alongside Haydn’s Mass in Time 

of War 

 

 


