
Dear Year 5, 

  

My name is Mrs Barber and I have the great pleasure of teaching you all in 

September. We are also extremely fortunate to have Mrs Greenwood working 

with us on Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. I have recently met with Mrs 

Sumner, who has already told me what a fabulous bunch you are, and my 

expectations therefore are already very high.  

Our first topic is all about World War 1 so it would be absolutely fabulous if you 

fancied doing a little bit of research in advance about ‘The Great War’ - which 

countries were on our side? What was propaganda? What is trench warfare?  

This topic is obviously a history-based topic and we will be looking at many 

different sources to help us understand why did it happen and what happened 

during World War 1. Within literacy we will be: writing letters home from the 

trenches, creating nonchronological reports about trench life, recounting 

moments from our whole class book ‘Warhorse’, rehearsing World War 1 

performance poetry and completing descriptive writing about the Christmas 

Truce. Our topic work will also include designing and evaluating shoebox 

trenches, developing our drama skills through re-enacting the trenches, 

composing battlefield music alongside listening and appreciating music by the 

German composer Beethoven and rehearsing a play about WW1. 

I also happen to know that you are all experts when it comes to your 

timestables so please don’t disappoint me and keep these ticking over the next 

seven weeks.  

Mrs Wilson will be taking the class on Monday afternoons and PE this year will 

be on a Friday afternoon.  

I can’t wait to get to know you all, but for now have a really enjoyable Summer 

and I look forward to seeing you all, with a big smile on your face, in September. 

Mrs Barber 

 


